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Opal, Nico, and their friends saved their tiny town from a slew
of imaginary horrors they accidentally conjured up, but they still
have no clue what they’re supposed to do as new, self-proclaimed
Torchbearers. When figments start roaming the town once again
despite the fact that no one has conjured them, the group begins
to question what they really know about the Darkdeep. To make
matters worse, producers of a famous YouTube series shows up
in town to investigate townspeople’s claims of the Beast. The
friends have to figure out what’s going on with the Darkdeep while
trying to hide their secrets from the extremely curious video crew.
Everything is not as it seems in the end, but the friends learn that
they can rely on each other when everything goes wrong.
The second book in the Darkdeep series will intrigue readers
who have read the first book, and those who are new to the
series will find important details are revisited, contextualizing the
general idea of the series. The fantasy, horror, and supernatural
elements in this novel are typical of Reichs’s other books, and
fans will be delighted to find these similarities. Condie, whose
genre has mostly been dystopian romance, will bring her fans into
a new genre. The fast-paced elements show up at almost every
turn, making this a fun read. Readers who are easily frightened
should be cautioned, however, since much of the novel has
mildly frightening scenes with side characters whom the group of
friends often describe as something from their nightmares.
*Contains mild violence.
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